Yuko Ito

Yuko Ito, a Tokyo-born vocalist, embodies the cultural synthesis of Brazilian music with her own Japanese
roots, showcasing an impressive grasp of Brazilian music deeply rooted in tradition. Fluent in Portuguese,
Ito’s musical career is diverse, ranging from pop and rock to R&B, gospel, free jazz, and notably, various Bra-
zilian styles. Her musical journey began in high school and quickly progressed as she formed Sissy Boy, which

appeared on countless radio and television stations, and participated in the omnibus alboums Marcy’s Facto-
ry (VAN MADIA INC) and Kick Off Boys (Crown Records).

Seeking broader musical horizons, Yuko relocated to New York in 1994, where she was inspired to delve into
jazz, earning a B.F.A in Jazz Vocal Performance under the mentorship of Sheila Jordan.

Her versatility and depth in musical expression were honed through performances with notable figures and
ensembles, such as the Harlem Gospel Choir and Latin Grammy winner Romero Lubambo, among others.
Yuko’s deep engagement with Brazilian music is also reflected in her work, blending melodic sophistication

with the vibrant rhythms and emotional depth of Brazilian genres, which has allowed her to carve out a
niche as a distinctive and mature songstress.

Seduzir, Yuko Ito’s fourth album, is a sophisticated collection that spans
a spectrum of Brazilian music by iconic composers like Milton Nasci-
mento, Antonio Carlos Jobim, and Djavan, alongside jazz standards
and Latin classics. The album reflects a journey marked by per-
severance and passion, its production having been delayed by
the global Covid-19 pandemic, which presented
numerous challenges.

In “Caxangad,” Yuko Ito combines a robust guitar introduc-

tion crafted by Romero Lubambo with the commanding
vocal presence of Vanessa Falabella, creating a track that
is both musically robust and emotionally stirring.

“Seduzir,” the title track, serves as the album’s thematic
heart, offering a Bossa Nova ballad that captures Dja-
; van’s poetic finesse. The minimalist arrangement invites
. o ‘ listeners into a deep, lyrical engagement, accentuating
< the song’s profound narrative depth.

“You And The Night And The Music” seamlessly incor-
porates Brazilian Baido rhythms into a jazz standard,
highlighted by a stellar saxophone solo from Steve
Wilson. The integration of rhythms enhances the
classic tune, while the dynamic interplay between the
alto saxophone and the ensemble reaches its peak

in a vibrant solo, imbuing the piece with invigorating
new life.

Each piece in Seduzir reflects Yuko Ito’s artistic
evolution and her deep-rooted passion for Brazilian
music, interwoven with sophisticated jazz influ-
ences. This album is born from her resilience and

dedication to creating music that resonates with
> depth and originality.




1. Caxanga 5:04
Music by Milton Nascimento
Lyrics by Fernando Brant

2. Eu Sei Que Vou Te Amar 5:28
Music by Ant6nio Carlos Jobim
Lyrics by Vinicius de Moraes

3. 0-o0-h Child 4:32 L
Music and Lyrics by Stan Vincent ey

4. Bésame Mucho 4:55

Music and lyrics by Consuelo Veldsquez Yu ko |tO

5. Seduzir 5:05 ‘ \
Music and Lyrics by Djavan

s Y e
6. O Ronco Da Cuica 4:09 o
Music by Jodao Bosco

Lyrics by Aldir Blanc

7. O Bébado E A Equilibrista 3:51 Yuko Ito: vocal

Music by Jodo Bosco Helio Alves: piano

Lyrics by Aldir Blanc Edward Perez: bass

8. Waltz For Debby 5:57 Alexandre Kautz: drums, percussions

Romero Lubambo: guitar 1,7
Steve Wilson: alto sax 2,10
Vanessa Falabella: vocal 1,3,6

9. Vocé E Eu 4:44 Willie Ruiz: percussions and vocal 4
Music by Carlos Lyra

Lyrics by Vinicius de Moraes

Music by Bill Evans
Lyrics by Gene Lees

Recorded at Acoustic Recording By Michael Brorby
Vocals and Alto Sax Mix and Mastering at Bass Hit Studio

10. You And The Night And The Music 5:05 by Dave Darlington
Music by Arthur Schwartz Vocals and Percussion Recorded at Grand Slam Produc-
Lyrics by Howard Dietz tions by Willie Ruiz
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